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MINUTES 

Important Notice: Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number 
of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Shrewsbury Board of Selectmen will be conducted via 
remote participation to the greatest extent possible. All meetings and hearings listed in the agenda will also be done 
so through remote participation. Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation by 
members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the 
town’s website, at www.shrewsburyma.gov/coronavirus. For this meeting, members of the public who wish to listen 
or watch the meeting may do so by visiting https://www.shrewsburymediaconnection.org/. No in-person 
attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can 
adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the event that we are unable to do so, 
despite best efforts, we will post on the town's website an audio or video recording, transcript, or other 
comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting. To participate in the public comment 
portion of this meeting, dial [1 484-469-7540] and enter the following pin: [618 935 103#]. Please mute your device 
until the Chair of the Board of Selectmen addresses your agenda item or opens the meeting to public comment. 
 
Present: Mr. Maurice DePalo, Chairman, Ms. Beth Casavant, Vice Chairman, Mr. John Lebeaux, Clerk, Mr. James 
Kane, Selectman, Mr. John Samia, Selectman 
Also Present: Mr. Kevin Mizikar, Town Manager, Mr. Jeffrey Howland, DPW Director, Mr. Dan Rowley, Water & 
Sewer Superintendent, Mr. Nick Repekta, Highway Division Manager 
 
Mr. DePalo called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and read the remote participation script verbatim.  John Bradley 
was present instead of Stephen Puppo for NITCO. 
 
 
Preliminaries: 
1. Approve bills, payrolls and warrants 
On a motion by Mr. Lebeaux, seconded by Ms. Casavant, on a roll call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, Mr. 
Samia-yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously voted to approve warrants 2088ME, 2090, and  
2092 as presented.  
 
2. Approve Minutes of April 28, 2020 
On a motion by Ms. Casavant, seconded by Mr. Lebeaux, on a roll call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, Mr. 
Samia-yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes as written.  
 
3. Announcements/Reports 
Mr. DePalo announced that Memorial Day events are cancelled and that the Town is producing a pre-recorded video 
to air on social media and public access, sanitary sewer investigations are continuing, Route 20 sewer upgrades will 
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begin on May 18th, Central MA Mosquito Control announced their spray schedule, and yard waste is continuing next 
week.  
 
4. Town Manager’s Report 
Mr. Mizikar stated that over 350 have requested absentee ballots for the upcoming Annual Town Election.  
 
Special Reports/Actions/Updates: 
5. Coronavirus/COVID-19 from Town Manager 
Mr. Mizikar stated that as of today May 12, 2020 current cases are 232 with 22 occurring over the last 7 days averaging 
at 3.142 cases per day. Since the first case on March 19 the Town has averaged 4.218 cases per day.  The prior 7 day 
period, April 29 - May 5, we averaged exactly 7 cases per day. Mr. Mizikar shared PowerPoint slides regarding death 
data. The Town's reopening task force has made great progress and is now awaiting the State Advisory Committee's 
final details to complete their plan.  Given that we need that information, which will not be published before May 18th, 
all Town buildings will remain closed to the public until at least May 26. Mr. Mizikar discussed the impressive 
productivity of employees in the current remote settings.   
   
 
Meetings/Hearings: 
6. 7:05 pm: Public Hearing with Stephen Puppo, NITCO, LLC d/b/a NITCO Material Handling Solutions, 

230 Cherry Street, for a Class I License 
John Bradley, has been employed at 230 Cherry Street for many years. The previous owner retied at end of 2019. They 
have had a Class 1 license since 2011, and they are now applying under the new legal name to allow NITCO to apply 
for dealer plates through the registry for their primary business for the sale of industrial street sweepers. Operations 
are continuing as normal, there are no changes in business operations.  
 
The Board noted that there were not any previous violations noted in the department head memos however the 
certificate of insurance that was submitted with the application is outdated and needs to be resubmitted to the office 
before issuing the license.  
 
Chris Lund, abutter at 235 Cherry Street, spoke about his concerns with the license. His concerns included the 
certificate of insurance, the selling of used and new vehicles, storage of vehicles on the grass, the need for a garage 
license, their bond submitted, and the manufacturer they are a recognized agent of and are representing.  
 
The Board allowed Mr. Bradley to respond to some of the concerns and the Board also responded. The vehicles are 
moved on the grass when they need a large vehicle to come though. Mr. DePalo responded that they are not required 
to have a garage license because they are not doing work for the public. A Class 1 license covers the sale of primarily 
new, but also used vehicles and they are not required to be held to one specific brand. A bond is only required for 
Class 2 licenses. Mr. Bradley stated that the site plan is the same plan used for the past license held and the majority 
of the used equipment on site is from trade-ins. They do hold a special permit and the vehicles are moved onto the 
grass if there is a tractor trailer that needs to come in. The Board further discussed agreements with manufacturers for 
a Class 2 license. The Board was comfortable moving forward with the application contingent upon the receipt of an 
active insurance policy certificate since there were no issues from other department heads.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Casavant, seconded by Mr. Lebeaux, on a roll call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, Mr. 
Samia-yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously voted to close the hearing.  
On a motion by Mr. Kane, seconded by Mr. Lebeaux, on a roll call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, Mr. Samia-
yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously voted to approve the license application.  
7. 7:10 pm: Public Hearing with Waldemar Gramajo Lopez, Owner, Gracar Auto Center Repair & Towing, 

Inc. d/b/a Gracar, 47 Hartford Turnpike, for a Class II License and Garage License 
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Mr. Lopez stated that the proposed business would be for buying, selling, and repairing vehicles. The hours are 
Monday-Saturday 8-8pm, Sunday 9-4pm, and he is asking for 15 vehicles for sale.  
 
Mr. DePalo stated that there is a variance that states that there are restrictions on that property. 15 vehicles are to be 
displayed OR stored, and there can only be 15 total. The hours of operation for Monday through Friday are fine, 
however Saturday hours are only allowed until 6 pm however changes could be made through the ZBA. Spiro 
Giannopoulos, property owner spoke in favor of the license.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Casavant, seconded by Mr. Lebeaux, on a roll call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, Mr. 
Samia-yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously voted to close the hearing.  
On a motion by Ms. Casavant, seconded by Mr. Lebeaux, on a roll call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, Mr. 
Samia-yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously voted to approve the license   
 
8. 7:15 pm: Continued Public Hearing with Victor DeOliveira, Owner, ICar Auto, Inc. 306 Boston Turnpike, 

for a Class II License 
This hearing was continued to the meeting of May 26, 2020. 
 
9. 7:20 pm: Continued Public Hearing with Keith Lindem, Proposed Manager, 81 Clinton Pub, LLC, d/b/a 

Billy’s Pub, 81 Clinton Street, for an All Alcoholic Beverages Pouring License and Entertainment License.  
Hours of Operation Sunday through Saturday 11:00am-2:00am. Hours of Entertainment Friday and 
Saturday 7:00pm-11:00pm 

This hearing was continued to the meeting of May 26, 2020. 
 
10. 7:25 pm: Public Hearing to consider laying out a portion of Nelson Point Road and Point Road as public 

ways pursuant to MGL c.82, section 22. Presentation by the Engineering Division. Public comment to be 
received.  

The street acceptance is ready to be approved by Town Meeting as shown on the as-built plans and road acceptance 
plans with legal description. Mr. Howland reviewed the contents of the plan and what is needed for the final touches 
as far as street sweeping and cleaning. The Board asked about an abutter’s request, Lawrence Flynn Jr. at 9 Nelson 
Point Road to tie in to the Town water main. Mr. Howland advised that he would look into the request and contact the 
abutter. On a motion by Ms. Casavant, seconded by Mr. Lebeaux, on a roll call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, 
Mr. Samia-yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously voted to sign the reports and lay out a 
portion of Nelson Point Road and Point Road as public ways pursuant to MGL c.82, section 22. 
 
 
11. 7:35 pm: Presentation by Jeff Howland, DPW Director, and Nick Repekta, Highway Division Manager, 

regarding a FY21 Snow & Ice Operations Recap 
Mr. Repekta, Highway Division Manager, reviewed a PowerPoint presentation, and read an end of season report for 
2019-2020 report verbatim. Mr. Repekta and Mr. Howland discussed the partnership with City of Worcester as it 
pertains to salt brine. The Board thanked Mr. Repekta and the highway division for their continued hard work 
especially during the winter season.  
 
New Business: 
12. Review and act on the Water Policy Lead & Copper Testing Program Participation Abatement Incentive 
Mr. Rowley discussed the need to now collect 60 water samples twice a year and the proposed incentive in order to 
get participation from residents. Only homes built between 1983 and 1985 qualify. Mr. Rowley suggested a $25 
incentive for those that successfully submit a sample and discussed the consequence of non-compliance should the 
Town not receive the required amount of samples. On a motion by Ms. Casavant, seconded by Mr. Lebeaux, on a roll 
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call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, Mr. Samia-yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously 
voted to approve the Water Policy Lead & Copper Testing Program participation abatement incentive of $25.  
 
13. Discuss Formation of the Police and Municipal Campus Building Committee 
Mr. Mizikar stated that typically after a feasibility study, a building committee is formed. Normally it is created through 
Town meeting, however given extraordinary circumstances and the delay of town meeting, Mr. Mizikar is asking the 
Board of Selectmen to take this uncommon step in appointing the building committee directly. Mr. Mizikar reviewed 
the charge of the committee. The Board discussed their support and will advertise the positions and act on appointment 
at their next meeting on May 26th.  
 
14. Review and discuss the draft Donation Bin Bylaw 
Mr. DePalo discussed the contents in the draft bylaw. Mr. DePalo allowed a resident to ask about the differences 
between the pink bag textile program and donation bins. They are two separate entities. The Board discussed their 
support in adding this draft bylaw to the annual town meeting warrant and discussed the eye-sore of the bins around 
town.  
 
Old Business: 
15. Budget Discussion 
Mr. Mizikar reviewed a PowerPoint presentation on the update of the budget redevelopment due to COVID-19. There 
are three reduction scenarios that are being developed, 3.5%, 5.15%, and 6.75%. Mr. Mizikar discussed potential 
reductions including reduced staffing, state budget process and state aid. There remains a level of uncertainty in the 
state budget process and Mr. Mizikar does not recommend that the Board move forward with adopting a full annual 
budget until there is more solid info from the State. Guidance was received from DOR on a 1/12th budget. Mr. Mizikar 
suggested a continuing appropriation be reviewed at next meeting or special meeting thereafter. Board discussed their 
support for this approach and the need to act on reductions and would like to act on a 1/12th budget at next meeting. 
The 1/12th budget approach can continue until the Town Meeting occurs with a full budget accepted.  
 
16. Review the draft 2020 Annual Town Meeting warrant 
Mr. Mizikar reviewed PowerPoint slides and suggested that the Board set the date for the latest date possible as June 
30th is the last day allowed under Chapter 53 of the acts of 2020. The Moderator can also reschedule the meeting up to 
30 days depending on conditions. The Town is also considering holding the meeting at the high school at the field 
house where it appears staff and Town Meeting members can be spaced and seated 6 feet apart with adequate aisles. 
Mr. Mizikar reviewed a summary of draft articles separated by different criteria. 17 are critical, 24 are not critical. Mr 
Mizikar discussed the order of the warrant articles.  
 
17. Review and act on one (1) Associate Member appointment to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a one year 

term to expire on March 31, 2021 
On a motion by Ms. Casavant, seconded by Mr. Lebeaux, on a roll call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, Mr. 
Samia-yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously voted to appoint Patrick Fullen as an associate 
member to the ZBA for a one year term to expire on March 31, 2021. 
 
Correspondence: The Board of Selectmen will review and possibly act on the following: 
18. Email, dated April 24, 2020, from Joanne Helstowski, 4 Birch Brish Road, re: Dissatisfaction with efficiency and 

lack of effort by Waste Management- so noted  
19. Email, dated April 27, 2020, from Kevin Krasnecky, CMRPC, 1 Mercantile Street, Suite 520, Worcester, re: Public 

Meeting Notice May 6, 2020- so noted 
20. Email, dated April 27, 2020, from State Representative Hannah Kane, re: Formal House Session Remote 

Guidelines- so noted 
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21. Email, dated April 27, 2020, from State Representative Hannah Kane, re: Moody's Sees Positives in Muni Cash, 

Fiscal Flexibility Law- so noted 
22. Email, dated April 28, 2020, from State Representative Hannah Kane, re: Baker-Polito Administration Extends 

Non-Essential Business Closures to May 18th, Announces Reopening Advisory Board- so noted 
23. Email, dated April 28, 2020, from William Gooley, 696 Main Street, re: Junk Cars- so noted 
24. Memo, dated April 29, 2020, from Joseph Sawyer, Superintendent of Schools, to School Committee, re: Pay 

continuity for staff during the COVID-19 pandemic school closure- so noted 
25. Email, dated May 1, 2020, from Dave Kennerly, 2123 Arbor Drive, re: Water Shortage Determination - so noted 
26. Letter, dated May 1, 2020, from the Town of Shrewsbury Scholarship Committee, re: 2020 Scholarship Recipients- 

so noted 
27. Email, dated May 4, 2020, from State Representative Hannah Kane, re: S2673, Municipal Governance Legislation- 

so noted 
28. Letter, dated May 5, 2020, from Jane & Ed Hedberg, 34 Patriot Lane, re: Nuisance Dogs at 47 Memorial Drive- 

so noted 
29. Letter, dated May 5, 2020, from Rob & Deb Luke, 28 Patriot Lane, re: Nuisance Dogs at 47 Memorial Drive- so 

noted 
30. Email, dated May 6, 2020, from Kevin Mizikar, Town Manager, re: H.4547, An Act authorizing and accelerating 

transportation investment- so noted 
31. Letter, dated May 8, 2020, from Nick Repekta, Highway Division Manager, to Kevin Mizikar, Town Manager, re: 

Street Sweeping Report- so noted 
 
On a motion by Ms. Casavant, seconded by Mr. Lebeaux, on a roll call vote, Ms. Casavant-yes, Mr. Kane-yes, Mr. 
Samia-yes, Mr. Lebeaux-yes, Mr. DePalo-yes, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn at 9:33 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Valerie B. Clemmey 
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen 
 
 
Referenced Materials 
Nelson Point and Point Road Street Acceptance Legal Description & Plans  
PowerPoint Slides from Town Manager 5/12/2020 
Draft Charge of Police Municipal Building Committee 
Draft Donation Bin Bylaw 
DOR Guidance Document  
Draft Town Meeting Warrant 5/12/2020 
FY21 Snow & Ice Operations Report 
FY21 Snow & Ice Operations PowerPoint 
5/8/2020 Letter from Dan Rowley re: Request to offer a $25 incentive for homeowners who participate in the lead and 
copper sampling program. 
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The number homes that qualify for this program is very limited, as samples must be 
collected from homes built between 1982 and 1985 that do not have a water filtration 
system.  One of the biggest challenges with this program is that the sample must be 
taken after the water has not been used in the home for at least six hours.  We all know 
how often we rely on water in our own homes so it is very easy to forget to take the 
sample before using the water.  This could prove to be especially challenging during 
these unprecedented times when everyone is staying home more than ever.   
 
We are grateful to the residents who have assisted with this program through the years.  
We are currently finalizing our protocols for delivering and collecting the required 
sample bottles to ensure everyone’s safety.  In recognition of any inconvenience this 
program may cause and to ensure continued support, I would like to offer an incentive 
of $25 off the participant’s water bill if the sample is collected and meets the 
requirements of this program.  Similar incentive programs are offered in the City of 
Marlborough and the Town of Auburn and both water systems have reported good 
results. 
 
I appreciate your consideration of this incentive program and am happy to answer any 
questions.   
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Daniel Rowley 
Superintendent of Water & Sewer 
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